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1) REMARKS FROM PRESIDENT YUKIO HIMIYAMA

English Version

The 2019 International Geography Olympiad (iGeo) was held at the Education University of Hong
Kong from 30 July to 5 August 2019. The Olympiad was started in 1996 as a bi-annual event held
in the years of IGC (every four years) and Regional Conferences. It became annual in 2011 when
RC started to fill all non-1GC years, and it continues to be an annual event, even after RC returned
to its previous four-years cycle after 2016. Thanks to the assistance of the iGeo organizers, | could
attend part of it, namely the excursion to Honk Kong Geopark and the closing ceremony. | was
able to witness the actual Olympiad, where students and teachers from all over the world were
vividly learning, making friends, and experiencing the local geography (including even political
turmoil and a typhoon). However, the refusal of entry of the Nigerian team by a Hong Kong airport
official was a sad, indeed unacceptable, incident.

| participated in the Thematic Conference on "Transformation of Traditional Cultural Landscapes™
held during 24-26 September 2019 in Koper, Slovenia, and its post-conference excursion. It was
organized by five Commissions, i.e. Land Use and Land Cover Change, Biogeography and
Biodiversity, Local and Regional Development, Mediterranean Basin and Land Degradation and
Desertification. The effect of the mixture of commissions was felt in the excursions where on-site
discussions were sometimes heated on such issues as land use terminology or soil acidity in the
karst landscape. This conference is remembered for the quality of its site visits with such expert
and informative guidance, not only by the local organizers but also by professional staff at each
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site. The cultural landscapes were full of beauty and historical records including some painful from
war, and post-war, times in the region.

Immediately after the Thematic Conference, the second IGU Executive Committee meeting in
2019 was held at Istanbul, Turkey, from 28 September to 1 October. The Istanbul IGC is less than
a year away, so the primary aim of gathering there was to check the venue, situation and
preparedness for it. Vice President Gonencgil, who is the Chair of the Local Organizing
Committee, reported that some 165 sessions have been proposed and more than 30 Commissions
have indicated their participation already. Within five years we also have the Extraordinary
Congress in 2022 in Paris to celebrate the 100" anniversary of the establishment of the IGU, as
well as IGC Dublin 2024, | am pleased to report that preparations for both are well underway. Vice
President Nathalie Lemarchand, who is the Co-chair of the Local Organizing Committee of the
Paris Congress, submitted a draft MoA and, following discussion and amendments, this was duly
signed by the two parties (see the photograph attached).

| am writing this short note from Bogor, Indonesia, where the 3" International Conference of the
IGU Commission on Agricultural Geography and Land Engineering (AGLE) is held now on the
theme "Rethinking the Impact of Urbanization on Agriculture and Land Use". On the first day,
there were five keynotes and around fifty paper presentations, and there were impressively many
questions and answers. | am particularly pleased to see the close cooperation between the
Commission and the Indonesian National Committee for the IGU, which was re-activated a year
ago after some dormant years. Obviously, the Indonesian National Committee supported the Local
Organizing Committee wholeheartedly and, in turn, the Commission contributed to consolidation
of the Indonesian geographic community.

Quality meetings on geography organized or sponsored by the IGU or its Commissions and Task
Forces or National Committees are an important means of achieving the objectives of the IGU,
which can be found in the IGU Statutes at https://igu-online.org/organization/statutes/. Organizing
such meetings involves time-consuming, hard work, and comes at a substantial cost, but many
geographers dare to do it because they believe they are of great value to their fellow geographers
and broader society. | would like to remind you that the IGU adheres to the International Science
Council (ISC), and its "Committee on Freedom and Responsibility in the conduct of Science"
(CFRS). This committee is the guardian of the principle of universality of science
https://council.science/topics/cfrs. Geography is the Science for Sustainability. Let's enhance it
through free, responsible, and high quality meetings.

Yukio Himiyama,
President of IGU
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Vérsion Francaise
L'Olympiade internationale de géographie 2019 (iGeo) s'est tenue a I'Université de I'éducation de
Hong Kong du 30 juillet au 5 ao(t 2019. L'Olympiade a débuté en 1996 sous la forme d'un
événement semestriel organisé pendant les années du CIG (tous les quatre ans) et des conférences
régionales. 1l est devenu annuel en 2011, lorsque le CR a commencé a remplir toutes les années
sans CIG, et il continue d'étre un événement annuel, méme apres le retour du CR a son cycle
précédent de quatre ans, apres 2016. Grace a l'aide des organisateurs d'iGeo, j'ai pu assister en
partie a I'excursion au Géoparc de Honk Kong et a la cérémonie de clbture. Jai pu assister a
I'Olympiade proprement dite, ou les éleves et les enseignants du monde entier apprenaient
beaucoup, se faisaient des amis et découvraient la géographie locale (et méme les troubles
politiques et un typhon). Toutefois, le refus de laisser entrer I'équipe nigériane par un responsable
de I'aéroport de Hong Kong a été un incident triste, voire inacceptable.

Jai participé a la Conférence thématique sur la " Transformation des paysages culturels
traditionnels " qui s'est tenue du 24 au 26 septembre 2019 a Koper, Slovénie, et a son excursion
post-conférence. Elle a été organisée par cing Commissions, a savoir : Utilisation et changement
de l'occupation des sols, Biogéographie et biodiversité, Développement local et régional, Bassin
méditerranéen et Dégradation et Désertification des terres. L'effet du mélange de commissions
s'est fait sentir dans les excursions ou les discussions sur place étaient parfois animées sur des
questions telles que la terminologie de I'utilisation des terres ou l'acidité du sol dans le paysage
karstique. On se souvient de cette conférence pour la qualité des visites qu'elle a effectuées sur le
terrain grace a ces conseils d'experts et d'information, non seulement de la part des organisateurs
locaux, mais aussi de la part du personnel professionnel de chaque site. Les paysages culturels
étaient pleins de beauté et de témoignages historiques, y compris de douloureux souvenirs de
guerre et d'apres-guerre dans la région.

Immédiatement aprés la Conférence thématique, la deuxieme réunion du Comite executif de 'UGI
en 2019 s'est tenue a Istanbul, Turquie, du 28 septembre au ler octobre. Le CIG d'Istanbul est dans
moins d'un an, donc l'objectif principal de la réunion était de vérifier le lieu, la situation et I'état de
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préparation. Le Vice-président Gonencgil, qui préside le Comité local d'organisation, a indiqué
qu'environ 165 sessions ont été proposées et que plus de 30 commissions ont déja indique leur
participation. D'ici cing ans, nous aurons également le Congrés extraordinaire en 2022 a Paris pour
célébrer le 100e anniversaire de la creation de I'UGI, ainsi que le CIG Dublin 2024, et je suis
heureux de vous annoncer que les préparatifs sont bien avancés. La Vice-présidente Nathalie
Lemarchand, coprésidente du Comité organisateur local du Congrés de Paris, a présenté un projet
de protocole d'accord qui, apres discussion et amendements, a été diment signe par les deux parties
(voir la photo en haut).

J'écris cette breve note de Bogor, en Indonésie, ou se tient actuellement la 3e Conférence
internationale de la Commission de la géographie agricole et du génie foncier (AGLE) de I'UGI
sur le theme "Repenser I'impact de I'urbanisation sur I'agriculture et I'aménagement du territoire".
Le premier jour, il y a eu Cing discours liminaires et une cinquantaine d'exposés, et il y a eu un
nombre impressionnant de questions et de réponses. Je suis particulierement heureux de constater
I'étroite coopération entre la Commission et le comité national indonésien pour I'UGI, qui a été
réactivé il y a un an, apres quelques années de sommeil. De toute évidence, le Comité national
indonésien a appuyeé sans réserve le Comité organisateur local et, a son tour, la Commission a
contribué a la consolidation de la communauté géographique indonésienne.

Des réunions de qualité sur la géographie organisées ou parrainées par I'UGI ou ses commissions
et groupes de travail ou comités nationaux sont un moyen important d‘atteindre les objectifs de
I'UGI, que I'on peut trouver dans les statuts de I'UGI a https://igu-online.org/organization/statutes/
L'organisation de telles réunions exige beaucoup de temps et d'efforts et codte trés cher, mais de
nombreux géographes osent le faire parce qu'ils croient qu'ils sont d'une grande valeur pour leurs
collégues géographes et la société en général. Je tiens a vous rappeler que I'UGI adhére au Conseil
international de la science (CIS) et a son "Comité sur la liberté et la responsabilité dans la conduite
de la science" (CLRS). Ce comité est le gardien du principe d'universalité de la science
https://council.science/topics/cfrs La géographie est la science au service de la durabilité. Mettons-
le en valeur par des rencontres gratuites, responsables et de qualité.

Yukio Himiyama,
Président de I’'UGI
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2) MINUTES OF THE EC MEETING GALWAY, 12-15 MAY 2019

2.1) ENGLISH VERSION

International Geographical Union
Minutes of the IGU Executive Committee Meeting

Istanbul, Turkey
28" September to 1%t October 2019
Welcome, Meeting Logistics and Introductions

The meeting was chaired by President Himiyama, who welcomed Secretary-General RB Singh,
First Vice-President Joos Droogleever-Fortuijn and Past-President Vladimir Kolosov, Vice-
Presidents Barbaros Gonencgil, lain Hay, Nathalie Lemarchand, Elena dell’ Agnese, Ruben Lois-
Gonzélez and Assistant Secretary-General Mike Meadows. Academician Bojie Fu tendered his
apologies. Professor Giuliano Bellezza, as editor of the IGU e-Newsletter, was in attendance by
special invitation.

Adoption of the Schedule and Agenda

The President welcomed all and asked Professor Bellezza to say a few words, and he warmly
thanked the EC for the invitation to attend. The agenda was duly adopted and Gonenggil
explained the schedule and detailed the arrangements for the meeting.

Minutes

The minutes of the Galway meeting in May 2019, previously circulated via email were
approved.

Organization and Operations

Executive Committee Member Reports. EC members tendered reports on their activities since
the last meeting. Reports were received from all EC members. A summary of all the EC activity
reports will be compiled and made available at the General Assembly in Istanbul (2020).

Executive Committee Meeting Calendar 2019 onwards. The first meeting of 2020 is
scheduled for Rome, Italy, as follows: arrivals Tuesday 31 March, EC meeting 1% and 2" April,
excursion 3™ April, participation in ‘La Notte di Geografia’ on evening of 3™ April, departures
4™ April 2020. The EC meeting in association with the Istanbul 34 IGU Congress is
scheduled as follows: arrivals 14™ August, EC meeting on 15" and 16™; participation in the



Congress opening ceremony on 17 August 2020. The November 2020 meeting will to be held
at Santiago de Compostela (Spain); dates and details to be confirmed following the outcome of
EC elections at the Istanbul General Assembly.

IGU bank account transfer and possible separation of Treasurer tasks. For a variety of
reasons, it was agreed that Meadows should continue as de facto IGU Treasurer until the next
General Assembly in Istanbul, Turkey. The possibility of separating the duties of Secretary-
General and Treasurer, due to the volume of work involved, was discussed. There is broad
agreement that this is necessary. Any change requires General Assembly approval. It was
agreed that a proposal should be drafted in time for the next EC meeting and, following EC
approval, be tabled at the Istanbul General Assembly (Singh).

Amendment to IGU Statutes. The amendment deemed necessary due to the establishment of
the ISC and associated merger of ICSU and ISSC has been approved by the General Assembly
by way of an e-ballot. The Statutes/Statuts need to be formally amended and noted as ‘Revised
to July 6 2019” (Singh to provide date and amend the formal version of the Statutes/Statuts
document)

IGU EC Elections. The elections for IGU President and four Vice-Presidents will be held
during the Istanbul General Assembly. The call for nominations is to be distributed on 15%
November 2019, with a closing date of 15" March 2020 (Singh, in consultation with Meadows).

|

Relaxing on the Hotel terrace



Operations

IGU Financial Report and Projection. Meadows presented a brief update on the financial
situation in the three IGU accounts held in Cape Town. Comparing the total balance of funds
held for the same period each year (in this case end-September), it is clear that the financial
position remains positive. The fact that no IGU Regional Conference, with associated costs, was
held in 2019 has resulted in a larger balance in the current account compared to the same period
over the last three years.

Transfer of Promotion and Solidarity Fund. Himiyama reported on the possible transfer of
the Promotion and Solidarity Fund. Hay noted that there are several variables that need to be
considered, including interest rates and minimum investment term (returns), currency stability,
trust and enduring connections with IGU. These issues can be very effectively addressed
through the transfer to a bank account in Japan under the curatorship of Himiyama; it was
therefore agreed to put in place the necessary procedures to relocate the balance in the fund from
the United States, while noting the need for a failsafe mechanism to be established, and approved
by the EC, in the event that the account signatory is indisposed (Himiyama). There was
considerable discussion regarding the precise legal status of the IGU, which does needs to be
clarified; Hay agreed to explore this issue and report.

IGU National Membership update. Proposals for National Committee membership has been
received from Namibia and Iran. The former, as a new application, needs to be formally
approved following a General Assembly by e-ballot to be administered within the next month
(Singh). dell’Agnese reported that she had engaged with geographers from Fiji and noted the
technical difficulty of IGU membership arising from the fact that the University of the South
Pacific represents an agglomeration of island nations and therefore would seem to necessitate a
type of ‘regional’ membership. dell’Agnese suggested that the 12 island nations could affiliate
to IGU as a single representation, with one vote and one membership fee; such a situation would
not appear to require a change in the Statutes. She agreed to pursue this idea with her contact
from Fiji and encourage the proponents to bring a proposal to the Istanbul General Assembly.
Hay reported on efforts to foster membership from Palestine, but following initial progress there
has been no further development. Lemarchand has successfully opened up contact with
Madagascar and Bénin and will continue to pursue the possibility of formal membership.
Communication and representation issues concerning national committee contacts was discussed
at length. The question of what to do with lapsed member countries, in particular whether or not
they should remain listed as ‘member countries’ on the website, was discussed. It is clear that
there are a number of countries and contact persons listed on the website (and in the IGU
database) for which there has been no meaningful communication, in some cases for many years.
Each EC member is requested to write to the national committee chairs for which they have
liaison responsibilities and check the status of communication (All). The outcome is to be
reported to Singh by end-October, who will then consolidate and circulate a membership list
indicating this status. The list is to be tabled at the next EC meeting with a view to classifying
into national membership as ‘active and in good standing’ (Full Member), ‘active but not in good
standing (Observer Member) or ‘inactive’ (Membership lapsed)’. Himiyama reported on the



proposal received from the chair of the Czech Republic requesting that the country be referred to
in conventional IGU documentation as Czechia. This was approved.

IGU Commission and Task Force update. Hay noted that the putative Commission on
Research Methodology had intended to formally present their application but there had been
some delays; the proposal can be expected shortly. dell’Agnese reported that the proposed new
Commission on Oceans has not yet made significant progress. A proposal was tabled for the re-
establishment of a Commission on Mountain Studies from Professor Fausto Sarmiento. This
was approved; Meadows suggested the name of a possible steering committee member from
Africa and will forward the details to Kolosov as EC liaison member. Singh noted that two
existing IGU Commissions had not submitted 2018 annual reports (Karst and Modelling).
Himiyama recently met the chairs of the IGU Commissions on Hazards and Risks, and Land
Degradation at the Koper thematic conference and both have provided input to the International
Science Council call for comments on its first draft of the ‘Hazard List’. He encouraged EC
members also to study the document and convey any comments to him for forwarding to the ISC
Secretariat by mid-October. IGU Commissions still need to be encouraged in respect of
mapping their activities against the SDGs (Singh).

Visit in the Istanbul University

IGU Honors and Awards. The Honours and Awards Committee Guidelines document was
tabled for review. A call for nominations must be made in good time before the Istanbul
Congress, preferably before the end of the year. The chair of the committee, Professor Ruth



Fincher, is to be requested to organize the call and also to consider the composition of the
committee, as terms of office are expired. It was agreed to allow the existing membership to
continue until the Istanbul Congress and administer the next call. The committee should be asked
to review the situation regarding the Mattei Dogan prize, since this has not been awarded for
many years. Fincher had, in fact, in 2017 suggested the establishment of a number of possible
new IGU awards but this suggestion had not been discussed at an EC meeting. Himiyama (with
the assistance of Singh and Meadows) is to write to Fincher and convey the various issues
regarding awards.

IDGU. Benno Werlen sent a report concerning developments in the International Decade of
Global Understanding. Werlen noted that there are several possible ways forward, including
partnership with existing initiatives. Lois-Gonzdlez reported that he and Werlen had recently
engaged with the Spanish representative to UNESCO in regard to this. Singh noted the
importance of linking IDGU directly with the SDGs. The Executive Committee expressed its
ongoing support for Werlen’s continued efforts to develop IDGU.

IGU Website, social media and IGU publicity brochure. The IGU website is in the process
of migration to Delhi and a proposal from a commercial company has been accepted. Regarding
finances, Meadows will arrange transfer of the necessary funds. One of the initial tasks will be to
improve the level of information on the French and Spanish versions of the IGU website. The
link to the Facebook page needs to be maintained under the new management. Meadows, in
consultation with Lemarchand and Lois-Gonzdlez, along with editorial inputs from others, have
finalized new pdf versions of IGU publicity brochure in English, French, Spanish and
Portuguese, which need to be made available on the website (Meadows, Singh).

Still visiting the venue of the Congress

10



IGU Bulletin and IGU eNewsletter. Singh reported on progress regarding Volume 67-68 of the
IGU Bulletin (for the years 2017 and 2018); he has requested Meadows for assistance in the final
editorial process and this is underway. Hay suggested that all previous versions of the Bulletin be
scanned and made available on the IGU website as a historical resource (Singh). Bellezza
commented on the IGU eNewsletter and noted that he is happy to continue to edit this and
manage the Home of Geography website. There needs to be clarification, both on the IGU and
Home of Geography websites, and in the eNewsletter, regarding the nature of the relationship
between IGU and Home of Geography. Appropriate text needs to be drafted (Bellezza) and
circulated among the EC members for comment. Bellezza suggested sending an email to all
IGU Commission, Task Force and National Committee chairs to solicit any relevant news for the
next eNewsletter and for posting on the website (Singh). The publication date of the next
eNewsletter issue is 31% October 2019; the draft is to be forwarded to Himiyama, Singh and
Meadows at least five days ahead of the proposed publication deadline.

IGU Springer and Edward Elgar Series. Hay reported that there are currently three volumes
in various stages of production; a proposal has been received regarding a possible volume on
Environmental Problems in Africa, but this needs considerable revision. Dell’ Agnese suggested
that the idea of a series entitled ‘World Geography Classics’ is still under discussion with the
Chair of the Commission on the History of Geography, Professor Marcella Schmidt di Friedberg.
Singh reported that there are two IGU Springer series, Advances in Geography and
Environmental Sciences and Sustainable Development Goals now regularly producing volumes.

IGU Archives. The IGU archives continue to be collated professionally by Dr Bruno Schelhaas,
who deals with queries from a range of sources very efficiently and quickly. While it is
considered desirable to hold a future EC meeting in Leipzig, there is currently no EC member
from Germany to facilitate logistics. Kolosov will explore this possibility, and/or the idea of
holding a workshop on the IGU archives, with Sebastian Lenz who is visiting him in Moscow in
the next few months.

IGU ppt. Gonencgil” agreed to circulate a draft ppt, including a version in French, for EC
members to respond by not later than 31% October 2019.

IGU Journals project. Meadows reported that the new design/structure is live on the website
and 1s also now available in French. Instructions as to how to deal with additions and
inconsistencies are to be sent to the new website management (Meadows), along with the most
recent versions of the journals database. Singh had communicated the need to provide updated
journal lists to all IGU National Committees and will do so again (Singh). Lemarchand has
convened a panel on geographical publications for the Istanbul Congress.

Cooperation and Outreach

Festival International de Géographie (FIG). Lemarchand circulated a further version of the
draft MoU between IGU and FIG. It is suggested that signing of the MOU be postponed until the
new FIG President is in position. The most appropriate time would seem to be around the time of
the EC meeting in Rome, March 2020.
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Night of Geography. The 4th edition of an international ‘GeoNight’ is scheduled for April 3™
2020. The aim is to include as many nations as possible, and Lemarchand emailed all National
Committees to share information about their proposed initiatives. Information and publicity about
the 2020 event should be circulated early in the new year.

IGU Representation on International Bodies. Professor Cosimo Palagiano again attended the
recent United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names (UNGEGN) meeting on behalf
of IGU and tabled a report, which had been previously circulated and published in the IGU e-
Newsletter. The outcome of IGU’s nomination of a Chinese colleague to attend the International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Assembly is not yet known.

International Science Council. The latest ISC President’s letter had been circulated widely.
The ISC Action Plan indicates that the organization acknowledges the importance of education.
Geography is one of the few disciplines represented in the ISC that has a real focus on education,
from primary level through to higher education. The IGU Charter on Geographical Education is
a valuable document in this regard. The question as to how the IGU should engage with ISC
around the issue of education was discussed. One possibility would be to propose the
establishment of an ISC committee with a focus on education. Education is vital to sustainable
development in the context of the SDGs, and the ISC should be encouraged to embrace this. The
first opportunity to propose such a committee would be at the next ISC General Assembly
scheduled for Oman in 2021. Hay suggested that Himiyama write to the two geographers on the
Governing Board asking them how best the IGU could engage with ISC (Himiyama, Hay).

IGU nominations to ISC Committees. The outcome of the IGU nomination for the Committee
of Freedom and Responsibility in Science is still awaited.

GeoUnions. The position of IGU within the GeoUnions was discussed; Himiyama again
emphasised the importance of IGU engagement with the GeoUnions as the group is a powerful
lobby within ISC. The Deep-Time Digital Earth initiative of [UGS/IUGG is supported by IGU.
Singh noted the draft proposal to establish a ‘Mini-Earth Theme Park’ that has the potential to
reach policy-makers and the general public. Dubai has indicated some interest in this idea, but it
appears to require further development before warranting IGU support.

CODATA and WDS. Singh has assumed responsibility to liaise with these initiatives.

CIPSH. Kolosov had circulated a report about the latest developments in CIPSH. In summary,
the report indicates that the CIPSH chairs programme is a success, that the Global History of
Humanity project has reached consensus regarding its structure, the World Humanities Report is
making progress, and the preparation of a new UNESCO initiative/programme, anchored in the
Humanities, is underway.

EUROGEOQ, EUGEDO. It should be confirmed if Zoltan Kovacs (EUGEOQ) has offered a session
for the Istanbul Congress and, if not, he should be invited to organize a joint IGU session and to
be offered a booth at the Exhibition (Kolosov, Gonenggil). Hay agreed to encourage participants
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at the upcoming Geographical Education Conference that he is attending to propose education-
related sessions for Istanbul 2020. EUROGEO met in Slovenia in August and will have its next
conference in Madrid, Spain, in April 2020. Lois-Gonzalez remains in good contact with this
group and will attend the conference.

EGAL/UGAL There is a conference of the Departments of Geography of Argentina
Universities in October 2019. Lois- Gonzélez will attend and use the opportunity to continue his
efforts to liaise with Latin American geographers.

Relations with other organizations. AAG has invited IGU to open a booth at their next annual
meeting. Given the timing, it is difficult for EC members to participate but individuals who are
attending can be invited to run the booth on behalf of IGU (All). Relationships with the Asian
Geographical Association are very positive; Himiyama and Meadows will both attend the
conference scheduled for Beijing in early November. The International Cartographic
Association (ICA) successfully held its 29" ICC in Tokyo in July 2019. Génenggil suggested
that he will send a personalized invitation to the chairs of relevant GeoUnions (including ICA)
encouraging their participation in Istanbul 2020.

UN-GGIM. The sixth High Level Forum of the United Nations Global Geospatial Information
Management (UN-GGIM) will be held in Windsor, United Kingdom, in April 2020. Hay agreed
to explore the possibility of his participation and study the possible effect of 1GU's deeper
involvement in UN-related meetings such as UN-GGIM

Dinner in the Hazzo Pulo Restaurant

Support for Bilim Akademisi, Turkey. Having been approached to provide a letter of support
for the membership of this organization to the ISC, Himiyama has already done so on behalf of
the IGU.
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Day of Geography. Discussion on this item was held over to next EC meeting.

UNESCO-Japan prize. Meadows confirmed that he will contact the ISC President regarding a
possible nomination for the 2020 prize.

IGU Congresses, IGU Regional Conferences and Thematic Conferences

IGU Congress 2020 Istanbul. Gonencgil noted that session proposals had opened in March and
the deadline was extended to 9™ August 2019. In total, some 165 sessions have been proposed
and more than 30 Commissions have indicated their participation. Abstract submission is now
open on the website in a very easily accessible format (closing date is 13 January 2020, which
allows sufficient time for authors to apply for travel grants etc. following acceptance. The
‘earlybird’ registration deadline date is 6™ April 2020. The announcement of the IGU travel
grant programme is to be made soon (Droogleever-Fortuijn in consultation with Gdnenggil).
The two winners of the IGU Commission Excellence award (for 2017 and 2018, viz. Urban, and
Tourism) must be added to the list of keynotes and invited by Gonenggil. The iGeo website is
now fully operational, indicating a diverse programme of activities. The iGeo medal ceremony
will take place in association with the Istanbul Congress Opening Ceremony.

IGU Extraordinary Congress, Paris 2022. Lemarchand reported that the draft design for the
conference flyer is under review. The Local Organizing Committee (LOC) is now established
under co-chairs (Lemarchand and Le Blanc). Each team member has a clearly stated mission.
The LOC has already conducted a site visit to the Sorbonne/Societé de Géographie/Institut de
Géographie venues to plan locations for sessions, posters, General Assembly, and Commission
chairs meetings etc. The LOC is exploring the possibility of an event/exhibition in the
Biblioteque Nationale de France. Lemarchand then presented the draft MOA which had been
previously circulated. Following discussion and amendment, the document was signed by the
relevant parties (Lemarchand on behalf of the LOC, and the IGU President and Secretary-
General). Kolosov reported on progress regarding the Centennial Task Force and the planned
publication; he presented an outline of the proposed chapters with editors and authors. Several
suggestions were made regarding additional or alternative contributors. Open access
arrangements could be made at a cost of around Euros 15,000; a decision on this needs to be
made at a future EC meeting. It was agreed that limited IGU funding be made available to
subsidise the next meeting of the Task Force.

IGU Congress Dublin 2024. The proposal of the LOC to change the identity of the theme to
‘Celebrating a World of Difference’ was accepted. Some edits to the MOA are necessary and
the draft is to be returned to the Dublin LOC for comment. (Himiyama).

IGU Regional Conference 2026; IGU Congress 2028. The call for proposals for these two
meetings will be distributed in October (Singh).
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IGU Thematic Conference, Koper, Slovenia, September 2019. Himiyama recently attended
the conference and anticipates that the LOC will submit its report in due course, hopefully in time
for publication in the IGU e-Newsletter

IGU Thematic Conference Lecce, Italy. This is scheduled for May 31* to 2nd June 2020.
The conference website is operational and session proposals and abstracts are already being
received.

IGU Thematic Conference, Mexico. Under the theme: ‘Governance in Historical Cities’, (with
the support of several IGU Commissions including Governance, Geoheritage, Urban, Latin
American Studies) this is planned for August 2021. There is EC support for the idea; a formal
proposal is due for presentation around 12-18 months before the agreed date.

IGU Thematic Conference, Quito, Ecuador. Lois-Gonzalez had previously circulated a
proposal for this thematic conference and, while there is merit in the idea, a formal proposal can
only be tabled within 12-18 months of the suggested date.

Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 18h00 on 30™ September 2019

Version Francaise
Union Géographique Internationale

Procés-verbal de la réunion du Comité Exécutif de 'UGI

Istanbul, Turquie
28 septembre au ler octobre 2019

Bienvenue, logistique de la réunion et introduction
La réunion a été présidée par le président Himiyama, qui a accueilli le Secrétaire général RB Singh,
le Premier Vice-Président Joos Droogleever-Fortuijn et le Président sortant Vladimir Kolosov, les
Vice-Présidents Barbaros Gonenggil, lain Hay, Nathalie Lemarchand, Elena Dell'Agnese, Ruben
Lois-Gonzélez et Mike Meadows. L'académicien Bojie Fu a présenté ses excuses. Le professeur
Giuliano Bellezza, rédacteur en chef du bulletin électronique de 1'UGI, était présent par invitation
spéciale.

Adoption du calendrier et de I'ordre du jour
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Le Président souhaite la bienvenue a tous et demande au Professeur Bellezza de dire quelques mots
qui remercie chaleureusement le CE pour l'invitation a y participer. L'ordre du jour est approuvé
et Gonenggil explique le calendrier et détaille les modalités de la réunion.

Proceés-verbal

Le procés-verbal de la réunion de Galway de mai 2019, précédemment diffusé par courriel, est
approuve.
Organisation et opérations

Rapports des membres du comité exécutif. Les membres du CE ont présenté des rapports sur
leurs activités depuis la dernic¢re réunion. Des rapports ont été recus de tous les membres du CE.
Un résumé de tous les rapports d'activité de la CE sera compilé et mis a disposition lors de
I'Assemblée générale a Istanbul (2020).

Calendrier des réunions du Comité exécutif a partir de 2019. La premiere réunion de 2020 est
prévue a Rome, Italie, comme suit : arrivées le mardi 31 mars, réunion du CE les ler et 2 avril,
excursion le 3 avril, participation a 'La Notte di Geografia' le soir du 3 avril, départ le 4 avril 2020.
La réunion du CE en association avec le 34éme Congres de 'UGI a Istanbul est prévue comme
suit : arrivée le 14 aout, réunion du CE les 15 et 16 ; participation a la cérémonie d'ouverture du
Congres le 17 aott 2020. La réunion de novembre 2020 se tiendra a Saint-Jacques-de-Compostelle
(Espagne) ; les dates et les détails seront confirmés a la suite des résultats des élections pour le CE
a I'Assemblée Générale de I'Istanbul.

Virement bancaire de I'UGI et séparation éventuelle des tiches du trésorier. Pour différentes
raisons, il a été convenu que Meadows continuerait d'étre trésorier de facto de I'UGI jusqu'a la
prochaine Assemblée générale a Istanbul, en Turquie. La possibilité¢ de séparer les fonctions de
Secrétaire Général et de Trésorier, en raison du volume de travail, a été discutée. Tout le monde
s'accorde a dire que c'est nécessaire. Tout changement nécessite 1'approbation de 1'Assemblée
générale. Il a été convenu qu'une proposition devrait étre rédigée a temps pour la prochaine
réunion du CE et, aprés approbation du CE, étre présentée a I'Assemblée générale d'Istanbul
(Singh).

Modification des statuts de I'UGI. L'amendement jugé nécessaire en raison de la création du
CIS et de la fusion corrélative du CIUS et du CISS a été approuvé par I'Assemblée générale au
moyen d'un bulletin de vote électronique. Les Statutes/Statuts doivent étre formellement amendés
et notés comme " Révisés au 6 juillet 2019 " (Singh pour fournir la date et amender la version
officielle du document Statuts/Statuts).

Elections du CE de I'UGI. Les élections du Président et des quatre Vice-Présidents de 'UGI
auront lieu pendant I'Assemblée générale d'Istanbul. L'appel a candidatures doit étre diffusé le 15
novembre 2019, avec une date de cloture fixée au 15 mars 2020 (Singh, en consultation avec
Meadows).
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Opérations

Rapport financier de I'UGI et projections. Meadows a présenté une bréve mise a jour sur la
situation financiere des trois comptes de I'UGI détenus au Cap. En comparant le solde total des
fonds détenus pour la méme période chaque année (en l'occurrence fin septembre), il est clair que
la situation financiere reste positive. Le fait qu'aucune conférence régionale de I'UGI n'ait eu lieu
en 2019, avec les colits qui y sont associés, a entrainé une augmentation du solde du compte
courant par rapport a la méme période au cours des trois dernieéres années.

Transfert du Fonds de promotion et de solidarité. Himiyama a rendu compte de 1'éventuel
transfert du Fonds de promotion et de solidarité. Hay a souligné que plusieurs variables doivent
étre prises en compte, notamment les taux d'intérét et la durée minimale du placement (rendement),
la stabilité des devises, la confiance et les liens durables avec I'UGI. Ces questions peuvent étre
traitées trés efficacement par le transfert sur un compte bancaire au Japon sous la curatelle
d'Himiyama ; il a donc été convenu de mettre en place les procédures nécessaires pour délocaliser
le solde du fonds des Etats-Unis, tout en notant la nécessité d'établir un mécanisme de sécurité, qui
soit approuvé par le CE au cas ou le titulaire du compte est indisponible (Himiyama). Le statut
juridique précis de 'UGI a fait I'objet de nombreuses discussions, qui doivent étre clarifiées ; Hay
a accepté d'étudier cette question et d'en faire rapport.

Mise a jour sur les Membres nationaux de I'UGI. Des propositions d'adhésion ont été regues
de la Namibie et de 1'lran. La premicre, en tant que nouvelle demande, doit étre formellement
approuvée a la suite d'une Assemblée générale par vote électronique qui doit étre administrée dans
le mois prochain (Singh). dell'Agnese a indiqué qu'elle avait des échanges avec des géographes de
Fiji et a fait état des difficultés techniques liées a une adhésion a I'UGI qui sont liées au fait que
l'université du Pacifique Sud représente un regroupement de nations insulaires et semble donc
exiger un statut de membre "régional". dell'Agnese a suggéré que les 12 nations insulaires
pourraient s'affilier a I'UGI en tant que représentation unique, avec une voix et une cotisation ; une
telle situation ne semblerait pas exiger une modification des statuts. Elle a accepté de poursuivre
cette idée avec son contact de Fidji et d'encourager les parties prenantes a soumettre une
proposition a 'Assemblée générale d'Istanbul. Hay a rendu compte des efforts visant a encourager
I'adhésion de la Palestine, mais apres les progres initiaux, il n'y a pas eu d'autres développements.
Lemarchand a réussi a nouer des contacts avec Madagascar et le Bénin et continuera de rechercher
la possibilit¢ d'une adhésion officielle.

Les questions de communication et de représentation concernant les contacts avec les comités
nationaux ont fait I'objet de longues discussions. La question de savoir ce qu'il faut faire avec les
pays membres qui ont cessé leurs activités, en particulier s'ils doivent ou non rester inscrits comme
" pays membres " sur le site Web, a été examinée. Il est clair qu'un certain nombre de pays et de
personnes de contact figurant sur le site Web (et dans la base de données de I'UGI) ne sont plus,
dans certains cas depuis plusieurs années, en mesure de communiquer efficacement. Chaque
membre du CE est pri¢ d'écrire aux présidents des comités nationaux pour lesquels il a des
responsabilités de liaison et de vérifier 1'état de la communication (tous). Les résultats doivent étre
communiqués a M. Singh d'ici la fin du mois d'octobre, qui consolidera et distribuera ensuite une
liste des membres indiquant ce statut. La liste doit étre présentée a la prochaine réunion du CE en
vue de classer les membres nationaux comme " actifs et en régle " (membre a part enticre), " actifs

17



mais pas en régle (membre observateur) ou " inactifs " (membre caduc) ". Himiyama a rendu
compte de la proposition recue du Président de la République tchéque demandant que le pays soit
désigné sous le nom de Tchéquie dans la documentation traditionnelle de 'UGI. Cette proposition
est approuvee.

Mise a jour des commissions et des groupes de travail de ’UGI. Hay a noté que la Commission
présumée sur la méthodologie de recherche avait eu l'intention de présenter officiellement sa
demande, mais qu'il y avait eu quelques retards ; la proposition peut €tre attendue sous peu.
dell'Agnese a signalé¢ que la nouvelle Commission des océans proposée n'a pas encore fait de
progres significatifs. Le professeur Fausto Sarmiento a présenté une proposition de rétablissement
d'une commission d'études sur la montagne. Cela a été approuvé ; Meadows a suggéré le nom d'un
éventuel membre du comité directeur africain et transmettra les détails a Kolosov en tant que
membre de liaison du CE. Singh note que deux commissions de 1'UGI existantes n'ont pas soumis
de rapports annuels pour 2018 (Karst et Modélisation). Himiyama a récemment rencontré les
présidents des commissions de I'UGI sur les dangers et les risques ainsi que sur la dégradation des
terres a la conférence thématique de Koper et tous deux ont contribué a l'appel a commentaires du
Conseil international de la Science concernant sa premicre version de la'Liste des dangers'. 1l a
encouragé les membres du CE a étudier le document et a lui faire parvenir leurs commentaires
pour qu'il les transmette au Secrétariat du CIS d'ici la mi-octobre. Les commissions de 1'UGI
doivent encore étre encouragées a dresser la carte de leurs activités par rapport aux SDGs (Singh).

Session dans [’Hotel
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Prix et distinctions de I'UGI. Le Guide du Comité des prix et bourses a été déposé aux fins
d'examen. Un appel a candidatures doit étre lancé en temps utile avant le Congres d'Istanbul, de
préférence avant la fin de 1'année. La présidente du comité, la Professeure Ruth Fincher, doit étre
invitée a organiser l'appel et a examiner la composition du comité, puisque les mandats sont
expirés. Il a été convenu de permettre aux membres actuels de continuer jusqu'au Congres
d'Istanbul et d'administrer le prochain appel. La commission devrait étre invitée a faire le point sur
la situation du prix Mattei Dogan, qui n'a pas été décerné depuis de nombreuses années. En fait,
Fincher avait suggéré en 2017 1'établissement d'un certain nombre de nouveaux prix possibles pour
I'l[GU, mais cette suggestion n'avait pas été discutée lors d'une réunion du CE. Himiyama (avec
l'aide de Singh et Meadows) doit écrire a Fincher et lui transmettre les différentes questions
concernant les prix.

DICG. Benno Werlen a envoyé un rapport sur 1'évolution de la Décennie internationale de la
compréhension globale. Werlen a fait observer qu'il existe plusieurs fagons d'aller de 1'avant, y
compris le partenariat avec les initiatives existantes. Lois-Gonzélez a indiqué que lui et Werlen
s'étaient récemment entretenus avec le représentant espagnol auprés de I'UNESCO a ce sujet.
Singh a souligné 1'importance d'établir un lien direct entre la DICG et les SDGs. Le Comité
exécutif a exprimé son soutien constant aux efforts continus de Werlen pour développer la DICG.

Site Web de 1'UGI, médias sociaux et brochure promotionnelle de I'UGI. Le site Web de
I'UGI est en cours de migration vers Delhi et une proposition d'une société commerciale a été
acceptée. En ce qui concerne les finances, Meadows s'occupera du transfert des fonds nécessaires.
L'une des premiceres taches consistera a améliorer le niveau d'information sur les versions frangaise
et espagnole du site Web de I'UGI. Le lien vers la page Facebook doit étre maintenu sous la
nouvelle administration. En consultation avec Lemarchand et Lois-Gonzalez, Meadows et d'autres
rédacteurs ont mis au point de nouvelles versions pdf de la brochure promotionnelle en anglais,
frangais, espagnol et portugais, qui doivent étre disponibles sur le site Web de 1'UGI (Meadows,
Singh).

Bulletin de I'UGI et bulletin électronique de I'UGI. Singh a rendu compte de I'état d'avancement
du volume 67-68 du Bulletin de I'UGI (pour les années 2017 et 2018) ; il a demandé 1'aide de
Meadows pour le processus €ditorial final et cela est en cours. Hay suggere que toutes les versions
antérieures du Bulletin soient numérisées et disponibles sur le site Web de 'UGI a titre de ressource
historique (Singh). Bellezza commente le bulletin électronique de I'UGI et note qu'il est heureux
de continuer a éditer ce bulletin et a gérer le site Web Home of Geography. Il faut clarifier, tant
sur les sites Web de 1'UGI et de Home of Geography que dans le bulletin €lectronique, la nature
de la relation entre I'UGI et Home of Geography. Un texte approprié doit étre rédigé (Bellezza) et
distribué¢ aux membres du CE pour commentaires. Bellezza suggere d'envoyer un courriel a tous
les présidents des commissions, groupes de travail et comités nationaux de 1'UGI pour solliciter
des nouvelles pertinentes pour le prochain bulletin électronique et pour les afficher sur le site Web
(Singh). La date de publication du prochain numéro du eNewsletter est le 31 octobre 2019 ; le
projet doit étre envoyé a Himiyama, Singh et Meadows au moins cinq jours avant la date de
publication proposée.

19



Série IGU Springer et Edward Elgar. Hay a indiqué qu'il y a actuellement trois volumes a
différents stades de production ; une proposition a €té recue concernant un éventuel volume sur
les problémes environnementaux en Afrique, mais celui-ci doit étre considérablement réviseé.
Dell'Agnese a suggéré que 1'idée d'une série intitulée " World Geography Classics " est toujours
en discussion avec la présidente de la Commission d'histoire de la géographie, la Professeure
Marcella Schmidt di Friedberg. Singh a indiqué qu'il existe deux séries Springer de 1'UGI,
Advances in Geography et Environmental Sciences and Sustainable Development Goals, qui
produisent maintenant réguliérement des volumes.

Archives de 1'UGI. Les archives de I'UGI continuent d'étre rassemblées de maniere
professionnelle par le Dr Bruno Schelhaas, qui répond trés efficacement et rapidement aux
questions provenant de diverses sources. Bien qu'il soit jugé souhaitable de tenir une future
réunion du CE a Leipzig, il n'y a actuellement aucun membre allemand du CE pour faciliter la
logistique. Kolosov explorera cette possibilité, et/ou 1'idée d'organiser un atelier sur les archives
de I'UGI, avec Sébastian Lenz qui lui rendra visite 8 Moscou dans les prochains mois.

IGU ppt. Gonenggil a accepté de distribuer un projet de PPT, y compris une version en francais,
pour que les membres du CE puissent y répondre avant le 31 octobre 2019 au plus tard.

Projet de revues de I'UGI. Meadows a indiqué que la nouvelle conception/structure est en ligne
sur le site Web et qu'elle est maintenant aussi disponible en frangais. Des instructions sur la fagon
de traiter les ajouts et les incohérences doivent étre envoyées a la nouvelle direction du site Web
(Meadows), ainsi que les versions les plus récentes de la base de données des revues. Singh a fait
savoir a tous les comités nationaux de 1'UGI qu'il était nécessaire de mettre a jour les listes de
revues et le fera a nouveau (Singh). Lemarchand a organis¢é un panel sur les publications
géographiques pour le Congres d'Istanbul.

Coopération et sensibilisation

Festival International de Géographie (FIG). Lemarchand a fait circuler une nouvelle version
du projet de protocole d'accord entre 'UGI et le FIG, et il est suggéré que la signature du protocole
soit reportée en attendant que le nouveau président de I'ADFIG soit en place. Le moment le plus
appropri¢ semble étre celui de la réunion du CE a Rome, en mars 2020.

La Nuit de la Géographie. La 4¢me édition d'une "GéoNuit" est programmée pour le 3 avril
2020. L'objectif est d'inclure le plus grand nombre de pays possible, et Lemarchand a envoyé un
courriel a tous les comités nationaux pour leur demander de partager des informations sur leurs
initiatives proposées. L'information et la publicité sur I'événement 2020 devraient étre diffusées
au début de la nouvelle année.

Représentation de 'UGI au sein des organismes internationaux. Le professeur Cosimo
Palagiano a de nouveau assisté a la récente réunion du Groupe d'experts des Nations Unies pour
les noms géographiques (GENUNGN) au nom de 1'UGI et a présenté un rapport qui avait déja été
distribué et publi¢ dans le bulletin électronique de 'UGI. Le résultat de la nomination par 'UGI
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d'un collégue chinois pour participer a 1'Assemblée de I'Organisation de l'aviation civile
internationale (OACI) n'est pas encore connu.

Conseil international de la Science. La derni¢re lettre du Président du CIS a été largement
diffusée. Le plan d'action du CIS indique que l'organisation reconnait I'importance de 1'éducation.
La géographie est I'une des rares disciplines représentées au CIS qui met réellement 1'accent sur
'éducation, du niveau primaire a I'enseignement supérieur. La Charte de 'UGI sur I'enseignement
géographique est un document précieux a cet égard. La question de savoir comment ['UGI devrait
s'engager avec le CIS sur la question de 1'éducation a été¢ discutée. Une possibilité serait de
proposer la création d'un comité CIS axé sur I'éducation. L'éducation est vitale pour le
développement durable dans le contexte des SDGs, et le CIS devrait étre encouragé a l'adopter.
La premiére occasion de proposer un tel comité serait lors de la prochaine Assemblée Générale du
CIS prévue a Oman en 2021. Hay a suggéré que Himiyama écrive aux deux géographes du Conseil
d'administration pour leur demander comment 1'UGI pourrait s'engager au mieux avec le CIS
(Himiyama, Hay).

Nominations de I'UGI aux comités du CIS. Le résultat de la nomination de 1'UGI au Comité
pour la liberté et la responsabilité dans le domaine scientifique est toujours attendu.

GéoUnions. La position de 'UGI au sein des GéoUnions a été discutée ; Himiyama a de nouveau
souligné I'importance de I'engagement de 'UGI avec les GéoUnions car le groupe est un puissant
lobby au sein du CSI. L'initiative de I'UISG/UGGI sur Deep-Time Digital Earth est soutenue par
I'UGI. Singh a pris note du projet de proposition de création d'un "Mini-Earth Theme Park" qui a
le potentiel d'atteindre les décideurs politiques et le grand public. Dubai a manifesté un certain
intérét pour cette idée, mais il semble qu'il faille la développer davantage avant de justifier le
soutien de I'UGL

CODATA et WDS. Singh a assumé la responsabilité d'assurer la liaison avec ces initiatives.

CIPSH. Kolosov a fait circuler un rapport sur les derniers développements du CIPSH. En résumé,
le rapport indique que le programme des chaires CIPSH est un succes, que le projet de 1'Histoire
mondiale de I'humanité est parvenu a un consensus sur sa structure, que le Rapport mondial sur
les sciences humaines progresse et que la préparation d'une nouvelle initiative/programme de
I'UNESCO, ancré dans les sciences humaines, est en cours.

EUROGEOQO, EUGEDQ . Il convient de confirmer si Zoltan Kovacs (EUGEQ) a proposé une session
pour le Congres d'Istanbul et, dans le cas contraire, de l'inviter a organiser une session conjointe
de 1'UGI et a tenir un stand au Salon (Kolosov, Gonenggil). Hay a accepté d'encourager les
participants & la prochaine Conférence sur 1'éducation géographique a laquelle il participe a
proposer des sessions sur 1'éducation pour Istanbul 2020. EUROGEO s'est réuni en Slovénie en
aout et tiendra sa prochaine conférence a Madrid, en Espagne, en avril 2020. Lois-Gonzélez reste
en bon contact avec ce groupe et participera a la conférence.
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UGAL/EGAL. Il y a une conférence des départements de géographie des universités argentines
en octobre 2019. Lois-Gonzalez y assistera et profitera de 1'occasion pour poursuivre ses efforts
de liaison avec les géographes d'Amérique latine.

Relations avec d'autres organisations. L’AAG a invité 1'UGI a tenir un kiosque a sa prochaine
assemblée annuelle. Etant donné le moment choisi, il est difficile pour les membres du CE de
participer, mais les personnes présentes peuvent étre invitées a tenir le stand au nom de 1'UGI
(tous). Les relations avec 1'Association géographique asiatique sont trés positives ; Himiyama et
Meadows assisteront tous deux a la conférence prévue a Beijing début novembre. L'Association
cartographique internationale (ACI) a tenu avec succes sa 29¢ réunion du CIC a Tokyo en juillet
2019. Gonenggil a suggéré d'envoyer une invitation personnalisée aux présidents des GéoUnions
concernées (y compris 1'ACI) pour encourager leur participation a Istanbul 2020.

UN-GGIM. Le sixieme Forum de haut niveau sur la gestion mondiale de l'information géospatiale
des Nations Unies (UN-GGIM) se tiendra a Windsor (Royaume-Uni) en avril 2020. Hay a accepté
d'explorer la possibilit¢ de sa participation et d'é¢tudier l'effet possible d'une plus grande
participation de 1'UGI aux réunions liées a I'ONU telles que ’'UN-GGIM.

Soutien a Bilim Akademisi, Turquie. Ayant été contacté pour fournir une lettre d'appui a
l'adhésion de cette organisation au CIS, Himiyama I'a déja fait au nom de 'UGI.

Journée de la géographie. La discussion sur ce point est reportée a la prochaine réunion du CE.

Prix UNESCO-Japon. Meadows a confirmé qu'il contactera le Président du CIS au sujet d'une
éventuelle nomination pour le prix 2020.

Congrés internationaux de géographie et conférences régionales de 'UGI

Congrés de I'UGI 2020 Istanbul. Gonencgil a noté que les propositions de session ont été
ouvertes en mars et que la date limite a été repoussée au 9 aolit 2019. Au total, quelque 165
sessions ont €té proposées et plus de 30 commissions ont indiqué leur participation. La soumission
des résumés est maintenant ouverte sur le site web dans un format treés facilement accessible (la
date limite est le 13 janvier 2020, ce qui laisse suffisamment de temps aux auteurs pour demander
des subventions de voyage, etc. aprés acceptation. La date limite d'inscription " earlybird " est
fixée au 6 avril 2020. L'annonce du programme de bourses de voyage de 1'UGI doit étre faite
prochainement (Droogleever-Fortuijn en consultation avec Gonenggil). Les deux lauréats du prix
d'excellence de la Commission de 1'UGI (pour 2017 et 2018, a savoir Urbaine et Tourisme) doivent
étre ajoutés a la liste des intervenants et étre invités par Gonenggil. Le site Web iGeo est désormais
pleinement opérationnel, ce qui témoigne d'un programme d'activités diversifié. La cérémonie de
remise des médailles iGeo aura lieu en association avec la cérémonie d'ouverture du Congres
d'Istanbul.
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Visite a I’Université de Istanbul, siége du prochaine Congres

Congreés extraordinaire de I'UGI, Paris 2022. Lemarchand signale que 1'ébauche du dépliant de
la conférence est a I'¢tude. Le Comité organisateur local (COL) est maintenant établi sous la
coprésidence de Lemarchand et Le Blanc. Chaque membre de 1'équipe a une mission clairement
definie. Le COL a d¢ja effectué une visite sur place a la Sorbonne/Société de Géographie/Institut
de Géographie pour planifier les lieux des sessions, des affiches, des réunions de I'Assemblée
Générale, des réunions des présidents de commissions etc. Le COL explore la possibilité d'une
exposition/événement a la Bibliothéque Nationale de France. Lemarchand présente ensuite
'ébauche du protocole d'entente qui a déja été distribuée. Aprés discussion et amendement, le
document a été signé par les parties concernées (Lemarchand au nom du COL et le président et le
secrétaire général de 1'UGI). Kolosov a rendu compte de 1'état d'avancement des travaux du
Groupe de travail du centenaire et de la publication prévue ; il a présenté un apercu des chapitres
proposés aux rédacteurs et aux auteurs. Plusieurs suggestions ont ¢té faites concernant des
contributeurs supplémentaires ou alternatifs. Des dispositions de libre accés pourraient étre prises
pour un cofiit d'environ 15 000 euros ; une décision a ce sujet devra étre prise lors d'une prochaine
réunion du CE. 1l a été convenu qu'un financement limit¢ de 1'UGI serait disponible pour
subventionner la prochaine réunion de 1'Equipe spéciale.

Congres de 'UGI a Dublin en 2024. La proposition du COL de changer la thématique pour "
Célébrer un monde de différence " a été acceptée. Certaines modifications au protocole d'accord
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sont nécessaires et I'ébauche doit étre renvoyée au COL de Dublin pour commentaires.
(Himiyama).

Conférence régionale 2026 de 'UGI ; Congreés 2028 de I'UGI. L'appel a propositions pour ces
deux réunions sera distribu¢ en octobre (Singh).

Conférence thématique de I'UGI, Koper, Slovénie, septembre 2019. Himiyama a récemment
assisté a la conférence et prévoit que le COL soumettra son rapport en temps voulu, en espérant
qu'il sera publié dans le bulletin électronique de 1'UGI.

Conférence thématique de I'UGI Lecce, Italie. Ceci est prévu du 31 mai au 2 juin 2020. Le
site Web de la conférence est opérationnel et les propositions de sessions et les résumés sont déja
regus.

Conférence thématique de 'UGI, Mexique. Sous le théme : " Gouvernance dans les villes
historiques ", (avec le soutien de plusieurs commissions de 'UGI, dont celles de la Gouvernance,
du Géohéritage, des Etudes urbaines et Latino-Américaines) ceci est prévu pour aott 2021. L'idée
bénéficie du soutien du CE ; une proposition formelle doit étre présentée environ 12 & 18 mois
avant la date convenue.

Conférence thématique de I'UGI, Quito, Equateur. Lois-Gonzalez avait déja fait circuler une
proposition pour cette conférence thématique et, bien que 1'idée soit valable, une proposition
formelle ne peut étre déposée que dans les 12 a 18 mois suivant la date proposée.

Levée de la réunion

La séance est levée a 18h00 le 30 septembre 2019.
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3) CHINA-MACAU NATIONAL COMMITTEE REPORT

National Committee report 2019 of CHINA-MACAU:
Geography and Education Research Association of Macau (AIEGM)
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(Sep2018-Aug2019)

Introduction

Geography and Education Research Association of Macau (hereafter as AIEGM) is the only
geographical academic association in Macau, China. Founded in 2003, AIEGM obtained a high
reputation in the region regarding to its effort on promoting geography to the public. AIEGM has
been an official member of the International Geographical Union since 2017.

AIEGM aims at promoting geography to the public, facilitating the reform of pedagogy in
geography and participating in various academic activities. In short, there are 3 roles that AIEGM
has been focused on for years, as follow:

1. An advisory partner of the Government in facilitating the reform of geography education;

2. A practical partner of local schools in promoting geography education;

3. A participant in regional and international geographic academic activities.

Dr. lat-Hang Vong was the first President of AIEGM. Cheng-Cheung Sun and Kin-Fan Che has
been elected as the Chairman and Chief Director respectively in the current tenure 2018-2020.
Dennis Tat-In Tam, now the Honorary President of AIEGM, still serves as the national
representative of CHINA-MACAU in IGU.

Recent Activities:

Being the only non-governmental geographic academic association in Macau, AIEGM puts very
much effort on promoting geography, especially contribute to the recent reform geography
education. Activities in the last year (2018-2019) undertaken by the executive members of AIEGM
are listed as follow:

1. Participating in international and regional academic activities
AIEGM is always eager to participate in various academic activities in different scale. This
year we have attended to some international and regional conferences.

1) 2018 The 4th Asian Conference on Geography, Dec 6-10

All of our major leaders attended to this conference in Guangzhou in last December. As
one of the founders of the Asian Geographical Society (AGS), representatives of
AIEGM also participated in the Launch Ceremony. Dennis Tat-In Tam, the Honorary
President of AIEGM, signed on the co-operating agreement in the ceremony on behalf
of AIEGM.
2) The 23" International Geographical Conference of Taiwan, May25-26

Vice President Winda Wai-Sum Chow attended to this conference. As a senior educator
in geography, Winda shared her pedagogical ideas with participants from various high
school in Taiwan.
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3) Professional Development in Geography Education

AIEGM has been a major stakeholder cooperated with the Macau Government in the process
of curriculum reform since it was first founded in 2003.

During last year, we’ve made visits to different departments and had very well interactions
with different policy makers. We’ve expressed our concerns on teacher training programme to
the Education Bureau, as well as concerns on strategy of promoting Geography to the Science
and Technology Council. Our suggestions were partly accepted by the government and there
will be a series of teacher training programme provided in the coming academic year.

In the past several months, we have organized seminars aimed at professional training for
secondary school geography teachers. Speakers from Hong Kong and Taiwan were invited to
give talk in these seminars. After receiving some very positive feedbacks we decide to arrange
similar activities in the coming year.

International Geography Olympiad 2019

We have been participating in iGeo since 2012. This year we also arranged teachers and
students to participate in iGeo organized in Hong Kong. Four students were selected from ten
talented participants after the annual local competition. After iGeo, we also launched a seminar
for the public as a means to promote geography.

International Earth Science Olympiad 2018

This is the second year that we participated in the International Earth Science Olympiad
(IESO). The IESO was organized in Korea this year in late August. This year, one of the team
members from CHINA-MACAU won a Bronze medal and two of the members received Gold
medals in their poster presentation respectively. This is undoubtedly a successful step and we
will try our best in the future.
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International Earth Science Olympiad 2019 ‘Macau Geography Olympiad

Macau Geography Olympiad

As an iconic activity of AIEGM, Macau Geography Olympiad first started at 2011 and is
organised annually. The aims of this competition is not only to select talented students to
participate in the international one, but also to facilitate the reform of local geography
education and to raise the effectiveness of teaching and learning to an advanced level.

This year the competition draws attention from most of the local schools. More than 85% of
the schools participated in the 2019 competition. The ten gold medal winners will have the
opportunity to be the members of team CHINA-MACAU participating in iGeo2020 in
Istanbul, Turkey.

Publication
1). Shieh, Jin-Jy. Sun, Cheng-Cheong. 2018. Practice and Challenge to the Concept amid
‘Teachers as Curriculum Evaluators': A Case Study of a Secondary School Geography Teacher

in Macao. Secondary Education, 69(4), 36-55. doi:10.6249/SE.201812_69(4).0041 (originally
published in Chinese)
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RESING ASTA AND OUR GEOGRAPHY
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PECEMBER 6-10, 2018, GUANGZHOL «CHINA

Left: Official visit t(A)'Fundr Science and Te;ﬁnlogy Development, Macau S.A.R
Right: Participating in the 4" A.C.G. in Guangzhou, China

Launch Ceremony of Asian Geographical Societ

Honorary President Dennis Tam keynote speaker in the 15 Macau MUN Conference
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4) REPORTS OF RECENT GEOGRAPHICAL INITIATIVES

4.1) INITIATIVE OF GEOGRAPHICAL ASSOCIATION OF MYANMAR

GAM news in Myanmar.

On July 19 2019 Members of Geographical Association of Myanmar (GAM) including
Chairman Professor Dr. Thein Tun, Vice Chairman Professor Dr. Aung Win Kyi and
Members of Central Executive Committee, Patrons of GAM, Rector, Teachers and
students from University of Mandalay, Yadanabon University, National Youth
Development Degree College, Kyaukse University participated and planted together at
the elephants camp of Wanetchaung in Patheingyi Township, Mandalay Region, Upper
Myanmar. All of us planted the valuable varieties of tree at that place.
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4.2) TRENDS, CHALLENGES AND INNOVATIONS IN A GLOBALIZING
WORLD" - PRAIA, CABO VERDE, 4 - 7 SEPTEMBER 2019

The 2019 Annual Conference of the IGU Commission on Geography of Governance, organized
in collaboration with the University of Cape Verde, was held in Cidade da Praia, Cape Verde,
from 4 to 7 September 2019. The Conference explored and discussed the changes, challenges,
and innovations confronting Local and Urban Governance worldwide in the context of the new
global urban agendas. It was a forum for the discussion of the state-of-the-art of research on local
and urban governance, in the different regions of the world, and provided the opportunity for
comparisons between African municipalities and African cities as well as comparisons with
those in other regions of the world, in particular in the Global South. Overall, the aims of the
conference were fully achieved.

The Conference was convened by Carlos Nunes Silva (Chair of the IGU Commission Geography
of Governance & University of Lisbon, Portugal) and by José Maria Semedo (University of Cape
Verde). The Local Organization Commission was constituted by five colleagues, professors in
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the University of Cape Verde: José Maria Semedo (Chair of the Local Organization
Commission), Silvia Monteiro, Lourenco Gomes, Romualdo Correia, and Vera Alfama. Paper
abstracts were reviewed for relevance and appropriateness to the conference by an international
scientific committee with 21 members.

The Conference was organized around two main tracks: Track 1 - Local and Urban Governance
and the New Global Urban Agendas; and Track 2 - Local and Urban Governance in Africa. The
first track - Local and Urban Governance and the New Global Urban Agendas - addressed and
discussed new trends, innovations, and future challenges in the field of local and urban
governance, independently of the world region or continent. This track comprised 55% of the
papers presented. The second track - Local and Urban Governance in Africa - addressed and
discussed specific governance issues in the African context, with emphasis given to the history
of local and urban governance in the continent, as well as to the possibility to learn from the
African experience in the field of territorial governance. This track explored local and urban
conditions and processes in Africa and their implications for territorial governance and provided
the opportunity for comparisons between African cities but also with other cities in the Global
South.

The conference was organized in 15 sessions, 1 plenary and 14 parallel panels. A number of
sessions similar to previous annual conferences. Participants or delegates came from 25
countries, in Europe, Africa (North and sub-Saharan), America (North and South), a number of
countries similar to previous years. Participants in the conference work in the broad area of
Urban, Local and Regional Studies, Geography, Economy, Political Science, History, other
Social Sciences, Arts and Humanities. The Conference brought together researchers, students
and planners from academia and from other sectors. The Conference was an excellent
opportunity for informal networking, for researchers to meet and to discuss future research
initiatives. It is expected that a selection of the conference papers will be published in Journal
issues and in a volume.

The program included three study visits, one per day, the first in the historical centre, the second
in the informal urban areas in the capital city, and the third a visit to Cidade Velha, the old
capital city, all guided by colleagues from the Local Organization Commission. The program
included, in the latest day, a post-conference excursion in the island of Santiago, also guided by
the colleagues from the Local Organization Commission.

Important for the success of the conference was the excellent work done by the Local
Organization Commission, Conference Scientific Committee, chairs and discussants of the
fifteen sessions, and by the speakers. A special word for the institutional support provided by the
Rector of the University of Cape Verde (UNICV), the Dean of the Faculty of Sciences and
Technology of the University of Cape Verde, and the Dean of the School of Business and
Administration of the same University. Important was also the work done by the Administrative
and Financial Department of UNICV, the Department of Communication of UNICV, the
Technical and IT Department of UNICV, and by the group of Students of Geography that
collaborate in the organization during the 4 days of the Conference.
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Additional information (program, abstracts, presentations, photo gallery, etc.) is available in the
Conference website: https://sites.google.com/view/geogov2019/home.

4.3) TRANSFORMATION OF TRADITIONAL CULTURAL LANDSCAPES,
KOPER, SLOVENIA, 20-26 SEPTEMBER

Excursion to the Koper hinterland.

From 24" to 26" of September, the IGU Thematic Conference titled Transformation of Traditional
Cultural Landscapes was held at the premises of the Faculty of Humanities, University of
Primorska in Koper, Slovenia. The Thematic Conference was organized by the Anton Melik
Geographical Institute of the Scientific Research Center of the Slovenian Academy of Sciences
and Arts, and the Faculty of Humanities of the University of Primorska with cooperation of the
Association of Slovenian Geographers. The initiative for the conference came from the Land Use
and Land Cover Change Commission, with participation of additional four IGU Commissions: the
Biogeography and Biodiversity Commission, the Local and Regional Development Commission,
The Mediterranean Basin Commission and the Land Degradation and Desertification Commission.
As a result of this cooperation between the five IGU Commissions, the conference topics were the
following: Transformation of Traditional Cultural Landscapes; Mediterranean Landscape:
Transitions, Prospects and Challenges; The Challenges Regarding the Planning and Organization
of the Cultural Landscape; Land Management Practices and Global Changes; Conservation of
Biodiversity in Changing Environment; Heritage of Lost Landscapes: Identification,
Reconstruction and Presentation; Past and Present Land Degradation in the Mediterranean and
Other Environments; The Concepts and Tools in Landscape Transformation; Land Use Data
Sources from 19" Century; and Functions of the Cultural Landscape in Local and Regional
Development.

Cultural landscapes are multifunctional landscapes which reflect a complex correlation between
natural, historical, political, and cultural factors. Traditional cultural landscapes are shaped by
traditional land management practices. The loss of these management practices leads to ecosystem
change, which successively is likely to lead to the loss of important biological or cultural values.

32



The extent of integration between environmental (ecological) and socio-economic functions of the
landscape depends on the patterns and intensities of land use. Traditional land use is disappearing
due to the intensification of agricultural production on the one hand and the retreat of agriculture
from unfavourable areas on the other hand. Sustainable development and the conservation of
biological and landscape diversity depend on the continuation of human intervention. In this way
the traditional and highly valued landscapes can be maintained whilst also assisting economic and
social sustainable development. Unsuitable management practices could be the cause of increased
soil erosion and natural disasters. Appropriate policies should be applied to decrease such negative
impacts on cultural landscapes.

The role of landscape parks, as areas with high conservation value and high development appeal,
is also important. They can be promoted as specific development areas while contributing to the
maintenance of the cultural landscapes and biodiversity. The study of the links between landscape
features and regional development is relevant for the development of policies related to land use
and regional development, such as agricultural policies, regional policies and spatial planning
policies. Cultural interpretation and significance of landscape can be also of controversial and
object of disputes under circumstances of conflicts and political struggles. Thus, issues of fair
perception and valorisation of cultural heritage can be of special significance for geographical
studies. Due to the location of the conference part of the sessions were devoted to the
Mediterranean cultural landscapes. The conference consisted of two parts: lectures held during the
morning and thematic excursions held during the afternoon. At least one plenary lecture was
scheduled each day; the remaining lectures were divided into parallel sections. The participants
e ;.,r;sa.g T presented a total of 60
“”‘ o 2 ) L v; oral presentations and
g ; ' 6 poster presentations
on the conference
topics. The afternoon
~ . ‘ T AL o R /84l excursions were
N S L & | o ‘ CF 0 related  with  the
: ' b RN Ssl B central theme of the
conference. The first
excursion took place
in the  Secovlje
Saltpans, where the
participants  learned
. about the importance
| of salt production in
~ the pastand its current
situation. The second excursion was mainly dedicated to exploring the geographical features of
the coastal hinterland, partly terraced cultivated landscapes with vineyards and olive groves, and
preserved mixed culture or cultura mista where orchards and other cultures were on the same land
plot (the photo above is in Bela Krajina region, at Krupa karst spring . We ended the day with a
visit to the Rodica Wine Cellar, where we learned about organic wine production. The latest
excursion was dedicated to exploring the Slovenian coastal towns.
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5) INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF SCIENCE

o%se’® International
Soe ¢ Internationa

eo0e¢ ScienceCouncil
0e®

FOR DIRECT LINK TYPE AND CLICK IN YOUR BROWSER:
https://council.science

TO SEE ISC LAST NEWS TYPE AND CLICK IN YOUR BROWSER:
https://mailchi.mp/council.science/the-latest-from-the-international-science-
council-7520217e=f5d0a19a04
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https://council.science/
https://mailchi.mp/council.science/the-latest-from-the-international-science-council-752021?e=f5d0a19a04
https://mailchi.mp/council.science/the-latest-from-the-international-science-council-752021?e=f5d0a19a04

6) FUTURE EARTH

futurerth

TO SEE IN YOUR BROWSER THE LAST NEWSLETTER, CLICK
https://mailchi.mp/futureearth/future-earth-MESE-2019-
newsletter?e=97f6031ed9

TO SEE LAST NEWS, CLICK:
https://futureearth.org/latest/news/

TO SEE ANTHROPOCENE LATEST ISSUE CLICK:
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/anthropocene/vol/27/suppl/C

7) UNITED NATIONS UNIVERSITY
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United Nations University

INSIGHTS

DIRECT LINK TO THE OFFICIAL WEBSITE IS: https://unu.edu/

FOR THE 2018 ANNUAL REPORT TYPE AND CLICK IN YOUR BROWSER:
35


https://mailchi.mp/futureearth/future-earth-MESE-2019-newsletter?e=97f6031ed9
https://mailchi.mp/futureearth/future-earth-MESE-2019-newsletter?e=97f6031ed9
https://futureearth.org/latest/news/

https://inweh.unu.edu/2018-annual.report
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8) COMMITTEE ON DATA FOR SCIENCE
TECHNOLOGY (CODATA)
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HOME | CODATABLOG | EVENTS | NEWS | ABOUT CODATA | MEMBERS' AREA | CONTACT

c O DA.I 'A Enter search terms..

U Committee on Data of the International Council for Science share: IEIEAE
DIRECT LINK IS HTTP:// WWW.CODATA.ORG/
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9) FORTHCOMING EVENTS
(more information in the Home of Geography website, Events 2019)
9.1) ACLA Conference in Seoul, 18-20 November
9.2) Disaster, Marginalised Regions Conference, Katmandu, 8-14 December
9.3) 41° Indian Geography Congress, December 28-30, Central University, Sagar (India)
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https://inweh.unu.edu/2018-annual.report

